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Observation #1

CDECE 66 – Observing Young Children





          

Proctor-Castillo/ Raagas Quarm
Student’s Name ______________________________________________________________
Lab Week Day: ___________ Date:  __________    Time in: ______  Time out: ____________

Children’s Teacher: ___________________________         LAC    PCC     Room #__________  

Introduction to the Observation Site
1. On the first laboratory day, begin your assignment by identifying 6 children from nametags.  List names and any unique characteristics, which help you to remember each child.  

Example:

CHILD’S NAME              IDENTIFYING TRAITS___________________

John                                           (Example: participated in activities in     

                                                   all areas; spent most of time in block area; large brown eyes, brown hair)

	CHILD’S NAME
	IDENTIFYING TRAITS

	
	


2.  Draw a detailed diagram of the classroom set up.  Indicate in your drawing where children generally participate in specific types of activities (i.e. – housekeeping area, painting, creative art, games and manipulatives, reading, etc.)

3. List activities set up for children, and the children you saw involved.  (Include children’s first name only.)  List as many activities as you can!!
	ACTIVITY
	NAMES OF INVOLVED CHILDREN
	DESCRIBE HOW CHILD IS INVOLVED

(WHAT ARE THEY DOING?) 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. The CHILDREN’S TEACHER (Child Development Specialist) is the lead teacher of the team.  In your Lab, the children’s teacher is _________________________________________________.  

      Some classrooms may also have an Associate Child Development Specialist working in tandem 

      with the Child Development Specialist.  The Associate Specialist’s name is 

       _______________________________________.   
There may be parents or aides working in the classroom as well.  List their names:


Parents: __________________________________________________



Aides: ____________________________________________________

List any other students that are assigned to the classroom you are in:

CDECE 66 Students: _______________________________________

CDECE 68 (Practicum) Students: _____________________________
As you get to know the classroom, make sure you know who else you may see in the center.  This may include a Site Supervisor, Lab Instructor, clerks, etc.  List their names here:


Site Supervisor: ___________________________________

Lab Instructor: ____________________________________

Clerks: __________________________________________


Other: ___________________________________________
Physical Development

Young children display a wide range of abilities in large (gross) and small (fine) muscle motor development due to individual maturational rates.  Physical growth advances in a proximodistal (from the center of the axis of the body and outward) pattern, which results in the acquisition of large muscle control before small muscle control.  The focus of the observer of young children is to identify motor skills and abilities as they occur in their natural setting and recommend needed activities for growth and development.
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 

1.  Observe 6 children in the class. Use the Physical Growth and Motor Development Check List to determine a baseline for each child’s physical development.  Mark O for observed and N/O for not observed.
Write each child’s name:

	
	-------------
	-------------
	-------------
	-------------
	-------------
	-------------

	Manipulates clay, puzzles, or scissors
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hops, balances on one foot
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Runs around obstacles
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Steers and pedals tricycle
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Throws ball over handed


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jumps with two feet


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Begins to use zippers, buttons to dress
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draws, paints


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks stairs alone, alternating feet
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kicks a ball


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks on a line


	
	
	
	
	
	


2. Fine Motor Development:  There are many fine motor tools found in early childhood classroom centers.  Look for activities that encourage the child to grasp and manipulate small objects, fasten and unfasten buttons and closures, cut with scissors, insert and remove small pieces and string or lace items.  The development of these self-help skills supports the child’ growth towards autonomy.  Observe one child attending to personal needs.  Focus on one child as he/she is washing and drying hands, serving foods to self or dressing.  Use a RUNNING RECORD.
Observation:  Describe the child’s use of their fine motor skills as they attend to their own personal needs.

Interpretation:   What did he/she seem to know about the routine?  What kinds of Fine Motor skills are evident (using textbook information and language)   For example, is the child using a pincer grasp (index finger and thumb)?  Is the child’s elbow extended in the air or is it at the side??

3.  Gross Motor Development:  Opportunities to support growth in gross motor muscle skills can be found in planned movement activities inside the classroom as well as in outdoor activities in environments for young children.  Observe activities, which allow the child to run, gallop, hop, climb, balance, skip and jump. Observe one child engaging in an activity using gross motor skills.  Use a RUNNING RECORD.
Observation:  Describe how the child uses his/her body in this activity.

Interpretation:  How proficient was the child?  What Gross Motor/Physical skills are evident (using textbook information and language)?

Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 

If you were the teacher in the class, what activities would you include to help children develop fine motor skills?  Gross motor skills?  Include the name of your activity, the specific skill(s) your activity will focus on (in ‘objective’ format – “To practice hopping on one foot”), and a brief description of your activity.  

Fine motor activity:

Gross motor activity:

