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 Observation #2                                                                                                 
CDECE 66 – Observing Young Children                                                      
Proctor-Castillo/ Raagas Quarm
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________

Lab Week Day: _________Date:  _______   Time in: _____  Time out: ______

Children’s Teacher: ________________          LAC    PCC     Room #_____

Self Identity and Emotional Development

Emotions are not grown.  They change over time from simple to complex.  Their development occurs in predictable stages but in very individual ways.  
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 

1. Using the Class List Log method (Chap. 1 pp.24-25) record the children’s arrival in the classroom and their separation from their parent.  Pick 6 children to observe.   

Make sure to arrange your lab hours this week 

so that you will be able to see these children arrive.

CLASS LIST LOG                                                                    Date______________

Observing_______________________________________     Recorder__________

Child                 Objective Observation – What did each say and do

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

___________     ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

                           ______________________________________________________

2. Children acclimate differently when entering the classroom to begin their day.  Observe one child as he/she enters the classroom.  Write an ANECDOTAL ENTRY on how this child adjusts to the transition.  What does he/she do and say upon arrival?

	Child’s Name:                                                                                      Date:                 Time:

	Observation (What did the child do and say?):



	Interpretation:  What does this tell you about this child emotional development?

	


3.  Write an ANECDOTAL ENTRY of a child’s separation or reattachment with a parent.

	Child’s Name:                                                                                      Date:                 Time:

	Observation:



	Inference:  How do you think the parent or child’s behavior influences the child’s day at school?

	



1.  Frequency Count.  Pick six (6) children to observe.  Make a tally mark in the column next to the child’s name each time you observe a behavior that you would classify as prosocial.

	Child’s name
	Prosocial Behaviors (helping, sharing, hugging, including others, etc.)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Interpretation: (What does this observation tell you about the developmental stage (use your textbook) of the class in general and a child in particular?  Are there any changes that could be made to the environment that would change how the children interact?)
2.  Record an incident using an ANECDOTAL ENTRY when a child sought an adult’s attention and describe the interaction.

	Name:                                                                   Age:                              Date:                  Time:

	Observation (What did the child do and say?)



	Interpretation:   (What method was used to seek the adult?  What was the quality of interaction?)

	


3. Document a situation when a child needed to use problem solving strategies.  Be sure to include what the child(ren) did, as well as any adult interventions.
	Name:                                                                   Age:                              Date:                  Time:

	Observation 


	Interpretation:   (What does this tell you about the child’s development?  Did the adult use appropriate intervention strategies, as described in your text?)

	


4.  Describe a time when a child needed limits set, defined and/or enforced.  Use an ANECDOTAL ENTRY.

	Name:                                                             Age:                                        Date:                  Time:

	Observation (what did the child and the adult do and say?):



	Interpretation (what does this tell you about the child’s emotional growth?)

	


What was the limit?  How was it stated?  According to your text, was the limit, or guidance strategy, appropriate?  Why?
Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 
If you were the teacher in the class, what activities would you include to help children with separation?  To develop prosocial skills?  To develop problem-solving skills?  Include the names of your activities, the specific skill(s) your activity will focus on (in ‘objective’ format), and a brief description.  
Spoken Language

By observing ONE CHILD’S actions and listening to his/her language, you will pick up clues about how he/she relates to others and how he/she feels.  You will need to view many episodes in order to discover patterns of behavior.
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 

1.  Record a conversation as the child enlists the cooperation of another child in carrying out a plan.  Explain the situation.

	Name:                                                                         Age:                            Date:                Time:

	Observation

	

	Interpretation  (Identify the method used by the child.  Was it acceptable?  Successful?  How did the child get along?  Negotiate?  Using textbook information and language, describe what this tells you about the child’s language development)

	


2.  Follow a specific child closely as he/she interacts with peers.  Use a RUNNING RECORD, describing the total situation, when he/she was talking with a friend in play.  Record at least 2 interactions, and interpret the episode - focusing on social and language development.
	Name:                                                                Age:                             Date:                     Time:

	Description of Child’s Behavior, Language
	Interpretation 

	
	

	Description of Child’s Behavior, Language, cont.
	Interpretation

	
	


3.  Using a RUNNING RECORD describe the total situation when THIS CHILD has a conversation with an adult.  Record exactly what the child and adult say.

	Name:                                                                Age:                             Date:                     Time:

	Description of Child’s Behavior, Language
	Interpretation 

	
	


4.  Compare the two episodes and decide how the language is different when the child is socializing with a peer rather than with an adult.

5.  Is THIS CHILD able to use language for expressing feelings or ideas?  Collect 4 LANGUAGE SAMPLES and evaluate this child’s expression.  (Some purposes: to express feelings or ideas, gain information, etc.)

Name:                                                       Age:                               Date:                  Time:   

	Time
	Language Sample
	Purpose of Language

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Interpretation of language development

	


When this child expresses feelings, how do others respond?

When this child expresses ideas, what kinds of responses does he/she receive?

5.   Write an interpretive statement concerning THIS CHILD’S language ability.  Consider vocabulary development and sentence structure (use textbook information and language).  Is there any indication of a language problem?  
Step 2 – Curriculum Planning
What strategies would you use as a teacher to encourage children to express themselves?

