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 Observation #3                                                                                                 
CDECE 66 – Observing Young Children                                                      
Proctor-Castillo/ Raagas Quarm
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________

Lab Week Day: _________Date:  _______   Time in: _____  Time out: ______

Children’s Teacher: ________________          LAC    PCC     Room #_____

Cognitive Development
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 
Cognitive development is the progression of intellectual thought.  By observing children’s choices of activities we can learn much about children and what holds their attention.  The Time Sample is a good way to track this information.

1. Choose one location in or outside of the classroom and observe using the Time Sampling method.   Record what children do in this specific area and how long they stay to play.  Record the activities for 20 minutes at 5 minute intervals.

	Starting Time
	Names of Children
	What are they doing?

	        :
	
	

	        :
	
	

	        :
	
	

	        :
	
	


Is this an area that children are drawn to?  What was it about this area that drew children’s interest? 
Once there, was it interesting enough to sustain the children’s attention? Did the child(ren) rush through each activity or spend a lot of time on it?

 Were there any adults in this area?  What did they do?  

Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 

How would you change this area to support more sustained play?
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 
Another area that gives us insight into children’s cognitive development is math/science.  These concepts are learned through opportunities to make sense of the world and problem solve. 
1. Using the information on “Observing Developing Mathematical concepts” in your text, record one example of a child demonstrating each of the following concepts.  

	Child’s name
	Mathematical concept
	Play behavior which demonstrates concept (objective observation)

	
	One-to-one correspondence
	

	
	Ordinal numbers
	

	
	Conservation
	

	
	Classifying
	

	
	Seriation
	

	
	Problem solving
	


2.  Write an ANECDOTAL RECORD of a child performing a cognitively challenging task.  

     Be sure to list materials (if any) used by the child to complete this task. Did the child ask for help?  What help was given if any?  In your interpretation, identify cognitive skills or concepts that the child has mastered, and what he/she is working on, based on your observation.

Name:                                                                    Age:                             Date:                  Time:

	Observation

	

	Interpretation 

	


3.  What do the children usually build with?  Do they use large or small blocks? Lego’s or other types of manipulatives?   Large blocks or boards outside?  Cardboard boxes or other containers? How do the children build?  Draw and write an ANECDOTAL ENTRY of ONE Child’s ability to build.

Name:                                                            Age:                                   Date:                          Time:

	Observation

	Written description of building process


	Draw a picture of the structure

	Interpretation (based on cognitive concepts)

	


Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 
· If you were the teacher in the class, what activities would you include to help children with math and science skills?  Include the names of your activity, the specific skill(s) your activity will focus on (in ‘objective’ format), and a brief description.  
· If you found that some children were not participating in the block or building area, what kinds of activities would you set up to encourage all children to build?

· In your text the idea of Dispositions is discussed.  Dispositions refer to ways each individual responds to experiences.  In detail, what do you believe to be the dispositions of the children you observed in terms of how they respond when something is difficult?  For example: do they continue to try to solve the problem, do they give up easily, do they prefer to work with someone else on a problem?   
Emergent Reading and Writing
Writing and reading are outgrowths of the same communication urge that drives children to express themselves orally.  These skills can be enhanced through the environment and through interactions with other adults and children in the classroom.
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 
1. Physical Arrangement - Is this a print rich environment?  Does it include: narration on pictures children drew,  dictated stories that were recorded, use of children’s written names, other classroom labeling, presence of “journals” or other personal recording, paper and pencils (or markers) in more  areas than just the writing center (is there a writing center?)  List everything you see in the physical environment that supports reading and writing development. 

2. Observe an adult reading to children individually or in small groups.  Is staff reading to children individually or in groups?  Is there time provided for conversation?  Does staff ask children questions and listen to children’s questions concerning the reading? (Refer to your book for examples of what you should be seeing) 

3. Observe an adult reading to a larger group of children (5 or more) such as at a circle or cove time.   Is there time provided for conversation?  Does staff ask children questions and listen to children’s questions?   Indicate the book that was read and give examples of some interactions between reader and children.

4. Does staff encourage children’s emerging interest in writing (scribbling, drawing, copying, and use of invented spelling)?  Give examples of each support you see.  Record 2 observations.  

	Observation of child


	What did staff member do to support child?

	Name of child:


	Staff member:

	Name of child:
	Staff member:




5.  Record in detail, two examples of children engaged in an activity that develops skills in reading and writing.  Each example should be written as a running record.  
	Observation 
	Interpretation

	Child name:


	


	Observation 
	Interpretation

	Child name:


	


6.  Complete the following Literacy Rating Scale for ONE CHILD (one you are familiar with).  Put today’s date by the highest level you have observed today.  You may also use data from previous observations of this child.

Child’s Name _______________________________________
INTEREST IN BOOKS

	No interest, avoids


	Only if adult-initiated
	Brings books to adult to read
	Looks at books as self-initiated activity

.


LISTENING TO BOOKS

	Wiggly, not attention


	Intermittent attention
	Listens in one-on-one situation
	Listens as part of a group, tuning out distractions




INVOLVEMENT WITH BOOKS BEING READ

	Little or no response


	Emotional response, laugh, frown


	Comments, asks questions
	Joins in during reading


CONCEPT OF BOOK FORMAT

	No idea of front/back, up/down


	Hold book right side up but skips pages
	Demonstrates front/back concept
	Looks at pages left to right


CONCEPT OF STORY BOOK

	Labels pictures
	Retells story in sequence from pictures
	Accurately repeats some story lines
	Points to print while accurate retelling form pictures




PRINT IN THE ENVIRONMENT

	Notices signs, labels


	Asks, “What does that say?”
	Reads sign, label out of context


	“Writes” signs to label constructions




BEGINNING READING

	Recognizes own name


	Recognizes letters in name in other words
	Reads simple words
	Sounds out letters in unfamiliar words




BEGINNING WRITING

	Scribbles, no reference to writing
	Names scribbles, i.e. “Says my name”
	Single letters, random
	Writes name




WRITING IN PLAY

	No reference to writing


	Asks for signs, words to be written
	Asks for adult to spell words
	Sounds out words and write on own




Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 
1.  Write a paragraph evaluating the language and literacy support you have observed in this class.  What are the strengths of the interactions and environment in this class?  What would you do differently if you were the teacher?
2. Based on the information you have gained from the Literacy Rating Scale, come up with:

· an activity that would encourage this child’s literacy skills.  Include the name of your activity, the specific skill(s) your activity will focus on (in ‘objective’ format), and a brief description of your activity.  

· Materials that you would add to the classroom environment (be specific!).

