Long Beach City College   





 Observation #4                                                                                                
CDECE 66 – Observing Young Children
Proctor-Castillo/ Raagas Quarm
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________

Lab Week Day: _________Date:  _______   Time in: _____  Time out: ______

Children’s Teacher: ________________          LAC    PCC     Room #_____

Creative Development
Creativity is observed through many activities, including painting, gluing, constructing collages, clay, playdoh, woodworking, block play (unit blocks, legos and other manipulative blocks).

Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 

1.  Describe ONE CHILD’S first choice of an activity when he/she arrives, using a RUNNING RECORD.
Name:                                                              Age:                                  Date:                    Time:

	Observation (Describe the first activity the child did when he/she arrived)
	Interpretation:  (Did he/she start the activity freely or by direction of an adult?  What kinds of skills were demonstrated?  What knowledge was evident?  How long did the child remain with the activity?  Why did the child leave and go to another area?  What was the stimulus?  How could you tell if he/she enjoyed the activity or did not like the activity?) 

	
	


2.  Create a running record of YOUR CHILD’S use of creative materials (should be several events).  Events should focus on use of materials and describe the skills in detail.

Name:                                                              Age:                                  Date:                    Time:

	Observation
	 Interpretation

	
	


3.  Look for a child asking for or receiving comments on their creative work from an adult.  Who initiated the interaction?  What is the child’s response?  Use an ANECDOTAL FORMAT.

Name:                                                              Age:                                  Date:                    Time:

	Observation

	

	Interpretation – Did the interaction support the child’s creativity, as defined in your text?

	


4. Use an event recording chart.  What creative activities was YOUR CHILD involved in today?  Use a tick mark for each time your child chose that type of activity.

	Type of activity
	What did child do?
	Frequency

	Painting


	
	

	Drawing/writing/tracing


	
	

	Gluing/collage


	
	

	Clay/playdoh


	
	

	Woodworking


	
	

	Blocks


	
	

	Legos or other manipulatives


	
	


What did your child choose the most?  Interpret your child’s use of creative materials.
Step 2 – Curriculum Planning
What other activities could you set up to entice children to be creative if they normally do not participate in the art area?
Social Development/Socio-Dramatic Play
The ability of the teacher to observe and record dramatic play allows him/her to promote the development of social skills, language, intellectual ability and creativity.  Most children under the age of 7 years engage in role-play or dramatic play a lot.  Dramatic play can occur in any area of the classroom or outside.
Step 1 – Observe and Interpret 
1.  Observe your child in different social play situations.  Using a EVENT RECORDING CHART, 

     indicate how often (frequency) the child exhibits Parten’s theory of Social Play.

	Child:                                               Age:                             Date:                Time:

	Type of Play
	Behavior
	Frequency

	Unoccupied
	
	

	Onlooker
	
	

	Solitary
	
	

	Parallel
	
	

	Associative
	
	

	Cooperative
	
	


Interpretation:  (Which category occurred most?)  From your past observations of this child, is that usual or unusual for him/her?  Describe)

2.  Select an activity in which two children are working together.  Use a running record to describe the interactions of both children. 

Name:  __________________________  Age:  _______________  

Name:  __________________________  Age:  _______________

	Observation
	Interpretation

	
	


3.  Observe children’s involvement in roles and how they interact in unique ways in group play.  Record the first names of children that YOUR CHILD engages in play with and the roles they play.   Record at least 8 examples.
	Children your child plays with
	Theme of dramatic play
	Role of your child

	
	
	

	
	
	


4.  Observe a time when children use props (either indoors or outdoors). Collect four reactions, or responses by children to the props.  Be sure that one reaction you collect is  from your child.

	Type of prop
	Observation
	Interpretation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	 (YOUR CHILD)


	


5.   Dramatic play and role-play occurs in all parts of the classroom as well as outdoors.  Use a RUNNING RECORD to indicate how role-play or dramatic play was initiated by a child’s imagination or suggestion and how OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT (trikes, climber, sand) was used to fit into the play.
	Description of Child’s Behavior, Language
	Interpretation

	
	


6.  Create an EVENT SAMPLE to describe the types of play (dramatic, exploratory, mastery, construction, rough and tumble) YOUR CHILD participates in.  Record at least 3 different types of play events.

Name:                                                          Age:                         Date:                       Time:

	Time
	Antecedent Event

(What happened before)
	Behavior
	 Type of play

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Step 2 – Curriculum Planning 
· If you were the teacher in the class, what activity could you plan to encourage social skills?  Include the name of your activity, the specific skill(s) your activity will focus on (in ‘objective’ format), and a brief description.  
· Come up with a plan for a Dramatic Play area set-up (different from the one(s) in your lab classroom).  Include materials, a plan for how the children might use them, and some strategies for adult involvement.
